WEINMANN Emergency Medical Technology GmbH + Co. KG
PO Box 57 01 53 • 22770 Hamburg • GERMANY

To operators of and service partners for
WEINMANN ventilators

Hamburg, April 7, 2020

Dealing with WEINMANN ventilators in case of the suspected contamination of the device
interior with Covid-19

Dear Sir or Madam,
Due to the current pandemic situation, we are receiving an increased number of inquiries regarding the
decontamination of the interior of WEINMANN ventilators following suspected contamination with Covid19, e.g. if no hygiene filter was used at the dust filter.
Generally, we wish to point out once again that, we consider the risk of contamination of the device
interior to be low during standard use in emergencies and transport as well as during the operation of
devices on LIFE-BASE in its bag.
We wish to provide you with the following information on the reuse of a WEINMANN ventilator following
suspected contamination with Covid-19:


There is currently no recommended or validated reprocessing method for the interior of a
WEINMANN ventilator.



According to a recently published review article, coronaviruses can persist on inanimate surfaces,
such as metal, glass or plastic, for up to 9 daysi.



A more recent study specifically examined the stability of the new SARS-CoV-2 compared with
the older SARS-CoV-1 in aerosols and on surfacesii. It was demonstrated that both viruses can
survive on plastic and steel surfaces for up to 72 hours.
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We therefore consider the following method to be appropriate, but wish to point out that all operators and
service partners act on their own responsibility and at their own liability risk:

If you are an operator and suspect that the device interior is contaminated with Covid-19 following the
transport of ventilated patients:


After use, carry out the hygienic reprocessing of the device and the accessory components
as usual according to the instructions for use. Make sure that the disinfectant is virucidal. As
an alternative to the disinfectant specified in the instructions for use, you can also use the
hydrogen peroxide-based Ecolab Incidin™ OxyWipe S for wipe disinfection.



If possible, place the device in quarantine for at least 72 hours before using the device again
for ventilation.



ALWAYS use a breathing system filter between the patient valve and the patient, including
when using disposable ventilation hoses.

If you are a service partner and receive devices from a customer for repairs or maintenance:


Wear gloves during all activities on the device.



If possible, place the device in quarantine for at least 72 hours before beginning work on the
device.



If necessary, remove the device from the LIFE-BASE.



Then carry out the wipe disinfection of the components according to the instructions for use
using a virucidal wipe disinfectant. We recommend the hydrogen peroxide-based Ecolab
Incidin™ OxyWipe S.



Observe the general hygiene measures related to Covid-19 (e.g. do not touch your face with
your hands, disinfect your hands after the service or repair procedure).

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact us.
Kind regards,
WEINMANN Emergency Medical Technology GmbH + Co. KG

On behalf of Vanessa Kühn
Senior Product Manager Emergency and Transport Ventilation
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